THE AESTHETIC VALUE
Parthenon expressing a fine sense of order gives considerable pleasure; but a construction that gives the feeling that it is put together without design, in a haphazard fashion, or where the parts do not show their relation toother parts or to the whole, of which there are numerous examples in London, gives a sense of uneasiness. Again we have to ask: Why is it that we feel, when the parts are so related to each other and to the whole, that they suggest the idea of order or unity? I have contended that it is because they produce feelings of ease and security, while the lack of unity produces uneasiness and insecurity. But why should two different constructions, two different buildings produce these different feelings? It is not enough to say that in the one building the parts are so related as to give a sense of order and unity, each part suggesting its relationship to the whole, while the other building fails to do this. It may be replied that each part repeats,the contour found in other parts and hi the whole, as in the nave of a cathedral. We are thus led on to the general principles of design, repetition, subordination, concentration, rhythmic sequence and so on. But again, from what source do these principles of order and unity come? From whence do we derive our ideas of order and unity? The answer is from ourselves, from our own physical beings, and from the world of nature of which we are a part.
When a baby first perceives the world about him he sees a blurred and flat mosaic. Later he stretches out his arms, kicks his legs, and extends himself in space, and he continues to do this more and more. His first and most intense consciousness is of his own body and its senses, and of its relations to the space and objects about him. The only inner life which he knows from direct experience is that of his own being. It thus becomes the standard by which he judges all things. He confers upon the world of nature his own emotions and feelings. His lungs expand to the fresh morning air, and he delights in the tree branches seemingly expanding to the sunlight and air around. He expands in the light and air like the flower, and is constricted by darkness. The law of gravity he perceives everywhere in nature, but the feelings he gives to the phenomena of gravitation are his own bodily feelings.
We are the product of the same life force as the world about us. We live by the sun and air as all forms of life on this planet. The organisation of our bodies follows similar principles to that of the organisms about us. The feeling of organic life we experience in our bodies, The conditions of that organic life, each part performing its function and contributing to the well-being of the whole, is something we instinctively feel, something which we confer on the world about us. This identity of ourselves with the
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